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Prince, and the tie between the two men became ever closer and
finally led to a degree of friendship which is unusual between a
prince and his subject. As a sign of particular favour, Ludwig
sent him a picture of himself with the words: ' . . . I like your
frank speech; how rare! And how seldom does it come from a
really loyal heart! Let Tann always speak so, to the best of his
knowledge and conscience, to his devoted Ludwig Crown Prince/1

This loyal friend also gave Ludwig personal details about
Goethe, now aged seventy-six, whose writings the Crown Prince
read with great attention and discussed frequently with his sister
Karoline Auguste. He felt he would like to come into closer
contact with this writer and give him some personal token of
his interest. He therefore wrote and asked in what way he could
do this.

In Vienna there was still great anxiety concerning Ludwig's
liberal views. To reassure the statesmen there, the Crown Prince
wrote to the Empress; 'Your brother belongs neither to the ultra-
aristocrats nor the ultra-liberals; that is, in itself, a good thing
and most useful, as more can thus be achieved/2

The Crown Prince planned another journey for the autumn.
Mariannina, in her one hundred and twenty-fourth letter, had
written: 'When I think of your presence at Colombella, it seems
to give me a foretaste of Paradise. I shall be there shortly.
What joy, what a happy moment!'3

Ludwig had written to Mariannina of his approaching journey
when his plans were frustrated. The I2th of October was the
day of the King's patron saint. Max Joseph looked very well,
and appeared to enjoy excellent health, but complained occa-
sionally of feeling his age. All the morning the seventy-year-old
King stood to receive in audience those who brought him their
congratulations, amongst them the Austrian Minister, Count
Trauttmansdorff. 'I am getting old/ Max Joseph said to him.
'Yes, I have lived a long time and through a great deal, on ne
peut pas etre et avoir iUH That evening the King had to attend
a ball at which the Royal Family was present. The great heat
and the exertions of the day induced the King to beg his family
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